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CHARTER SCHOOLS
TODAY...

What are public charter schools?
Charer sthoolzae non-profit 804(c)(3 omanzs-
tions that hawe a contractar charter 1o provida the
zame educational servicesto students azdistict
public sxhoals. They are nonsactarian public

az hools that oparate with freedam from many of the
reqjulations that apply to tradtional public schools,
Charer schaols must hire Florida cerified teach-
ers and students must take all Aorda statewide
asmssmeants, justlike traditional district 2chool s

What typee of students attend
charter echoole?
Parart: of evary economic, aocial and ethnic
group choose o zend their child ren to bcal
charter zchoolz. Fiorida charter s hools serve a
divarse population of students similar to that of
district public schools.

How are charter echools funded?
Charer sthools receive funding frorm the Flarnds
Education Finance Program (FEFF) uzing the
zame FTE formula applied to distric t 5o hools.
Charer sthoalz mustalz pew an administatve
fee to their diztrict zponzors thet cannot excesd
5% of their total FTE funding.
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Report shows that most etudente
do better in Florida'e charter
echoole.

In itz annual report oncharter school student
achievarnent, the Florida Departroent of Educ ation
found thatc harter achool students outpa formed
their peers in traditional public s hools inalmost
all subjectarezs ™

A higher parcentage of chater school students
szored a kevel three ar above on the statewide
azzezzmeants in Englizh Language Az, Math,
Science and Social Studies.

A higher parcentage of
charter s hodl students
rmade kearning gainsthan
studentz in traditional
publc =z hools.

Charar sthaols wearn
shown to be more suc-
cezzful than traditional
public zchools in closing
the achieverment gap
batwaanwhite and African
Amarican students, and
betwean white and
Hizpanic students in nearhy
all grade lavals.

“Ficnider D prmtinentoff Educetion, Stoadent Achisvernetitin
FlowidasChanter Schoods A Compariaon o the Perfommamoe
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Florida’s Public Charter Schools by the Numbers
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ABOUT THE FLORIDA
CONSORTIUM OF PUBLIC
CHARTER SCHOOLS

FCPCS is the voice of the Florida
charter school movement, with
more than 475 charter school
members. It is one of the oldest and
largest charter school membership
associations in the nation. Founded
in 1999 by a grassroots group of
charter school operators, it provides
advocacy, support, resources, and
networking opportunities to new and
existing charter schools, parents,
and students. FCPCS also promotes
the establishment and operation of
high quality public charter schools
throughout the state.

FLORIDA STATUTES
AND RULES ADDRESSING
CHARTER SCHOOLS

s. 1002.33
Charter schools

s. 1013.62
Charter schools capital outlay
funding

s. 218.39(1)
Annual financial audit reports

State Board of Education Rule
6A.6.0784

Charter School Governance
Training

MYTHS TRUTH

MYTH: Charter schools are private schools.
TRUTH: Charter schools are NOT private schools.

They are tuition-free public schools that are part of the state’s public education system.
They operate with contracts (charters) issued by the local public school districts.

They receive the same per pupil funding as district public schools, minus a five percent
administrative fee paid to the districts.

MYTH: Charter schools are for-profit entities run by big corporations.

TRUTH: By law, all Florida charter schools must be organized as
nonprofit organizations managed by volunteer community-based
boards of directors.

About 20 percent of the charter schools in Florida contract with charter management
companies for back-office services but they still operate as nonprofits under the governance
of a volunteer board of directors.

MYTH: Charter schools have little or no oversight.
TRUTH: This is completely false.

Charter schools are closely monitored by their district sponsor and the state. They are
required to file several reports a year detailing their financial and operational status. Charter
school students take the same state assessments as traditional public school students.
Charter schools are evaluated and assigned a school grade using the same standards and
criteria as traditional public schools.

If a charter school receives two consecutive school grades of “F” the district sponsor has
authority to close the school. No traditional public school operated by a Florida school
district has ever been closed for poor academic performance. (Since 1997, 316 charter
schools have closed.)

MYTH: Charter schools siphon money from school districts.
TRUTH: Charter schools serve the same public school students who
would have otherwise been enrolled in traditional public schools.

We believe that educational funding should be used for the benefit of students, whether they
attend a district school or a charter schools. In fact, charter schools actually serve public
school students at a lower cost per student than traditional public schools.

MYTH: Charter schools cherry pick only the best students.
TRUTH: Parents are the ones who choose charter schools for their
children, not the other way around.

The doors of charter schools are open to everyone, pending space limitations. To help avoid
over-enrollment, charter schools utilize a lottery system for the fairest selection process.
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Florida's Charter Support Organization Since 1999

FORT LAUDERDALE

1225 SE 2nd Avenue

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316
Phone: 954-463-9595
Fax: 904-212-0300

info@floridacharterschools.org
Ei facebook.com/FLcharterschools
["] @CharterSchoolFL
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